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CONFIDENTIAL OUAGADOUGOU 2603 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, ML,UV 

SUBJECT: BORDER DISPUTE BETWEEN MALI & UPPER VOLTA 
REF: BAMAKO 4314 

1. PRESIDENT LAMIZANA REQUESTED ALL CHIEFS OF DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS TO COME TO PRESIDENCY AT 1800 DECEMBER 14. 

2. LAMIZANA APOLOGIZED FOR DISTURBING OUR WEEK-END, BUT HE HAD 

JUST LEARNED THAT COLONEL TRAORE OF MALI HAD CALLED SIMILAR 
MEETING IN BAMAKO AT 1600 TODAY, AND HAD GIVEN BAMAKO DIPLO- 
MATIC CORPS A COMPLETELY DISTORED VERSION OF THIS MORNING S 
EVENT. 
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3. PRESIDENT THEN REVIEWED RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN MALI/UPPER 
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VOLTA BORDER DISPUTE, ALONG LINE OF PRESENTATION GIVEN TO US 
BY FOREIGN MINISTER 7.F.RBO NOVEMBER 30( OUAGA 2483), AND SAID 
THAT, AFTER HIS FARAMANA MEETING WITH COLONEL TRAORE, HE HAD 
FELT CONFIDENT THAT NO MILITARY CONFRONTATION WOULD TAKE PLACE 
BETWEEN MALI AND UPPER VOLTA OVER BORDER DISPUTE. 

4. THIS MORNING, HOWEVER, A VOLTAN PATROL OF THIRTY NCO'S 

AND MEN WAS AMBUSHED BY ABOUT 100 MALIAN TROOPS 18 KILOMETERS 
INSIDE VOLTAN TERRITORY. WITH DETAILED MAPS IN FRONT OF HIM, 
LAMIZANA EXPLAINED THAT VOLTAN PATROLHAD JUST LEFT SMALL 
VILLAGE OF GASSIGALO AND WAS HEADING NORTH WHEN MALIANS 
FIRED ON THEIR VEHICLES, SETTING ONE OF THEM ON FIRE. 

LATEST REPORTS INDICATE THERE WERE NO CASUALTIES, BUT MALIANS 
TOOK ONE VOLTAN NCO AND ONE SOLDIER BACK WITH THEM TO MALIAN 
TERRITORY. 

5. LAMIZANA SAID HE HAD NOT PALNNED TO INFORM US OF THIS IN- 
CIDENT UNTIL MONDAYBUT, AFTER HE LEARNED OF COLONEL 
TRAORE'S MEETING WITH DIPLOMATIC COPRS IN BAMAKO, HE FELT THAT 
OUR GOVERNMENTS SHOULD HAVE THE VOLTAN VERSION OF THE INCI- 
DENT. HE ADDED IT WAS STILL HIS INTENTION TO SETTLE THIS 
MATTER BY PEACEFUL MEANS AND HE WAS NOT CONTEMPLATING ANY 
MILITARY OPERATION AT THIS TIME. 

6. PRESIDENT WHO IS NORMALLY EXTREMELY CALM AND COMPOSED, 

WAS UNSUALLY AGITATED DURING HIS PRESENTATION AND WAS AT TIMES 
ALMOST INCOHERENT. 

7. 1 BELEIVE THIS INCIDENT IS NOT AS SERIOUS AS THE INVOLVEMENT 
OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN EITHER BAMAKO AND OUAGADOUGOU WOULD 
TEND TO SUGGEST. LAMIZANA AND TRAORE ARE OLD FRIENDS AND ARE 
UNDOUBTEDLY SINCERE IN THEIR DESIRE TO SETTLE THIS DESPUTE 
PEACEFULLY. MILITARY ELEMENTS ON BOTH SIDES, HOWEVER, MAY HAVE 
DIFFERNET INTENTIONS. 

8. NEEDLESS TO SAY, I AGREE WITH AMBASSADOR MCGUIRE THAT WE 
SHOULD STAY OUT OF THIS DISPUTE. 

GRAHAM 
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